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HOUSE SHOULD FLIP DEMOCRATIC IN 2026
● Republicans currently have a 

razor thin margin 
● Even popular presidents 

usually lose seats in midterms
● Trump is not popular 

○ Epstein
○ Mass deportations/abductions
○ Tariffs/soaring costs
○ Big ugly bill/soaring health care 

costs/Tax cuts to billionaires

Thus threats 
to free and 

fair elections1



How are Republicans 
trying to steal the 
2026 elections?

Put it into the chat



The big lie:  Massive voter fraud in 2020



Avoid the term 
“election integrity” 

In describing our goals, use “free and fair elections” and “voter protection”



1. SUPREME COURT - Gutting the Voting Rights Act of 
1965



1. SUPREME COURT - Guts the Voting Rights Act of 1965
Section 5 - Required court preclearance before states with 
a history of disenfranchising black voters could make 
changes to their voting laws.

Image source: Brennan Center for Justice / Loyola Law School



1. The Supreme Court in Shelby County v. Holder (2013) 
made Section 5 inoperable.2



1. SUPREME COURT - Gutting the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 - Section 2

Section 2 - Prohibits voting practices or procedures that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, or membership in a 
specified language minority group. 



https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/01/politics/supreme-court-louisiana-redistricting-case-voting-rights-act

1. SUPREME COURT -  The LA redistricting challenge case heard 
by the Supreme Court on 10/15/2025  (Louisiana v. Callais) 
imperils Section 2.



1. SUPREME COURT - Gutting the Voting Rights Act of 1965:

Robinson v. Ardoin and Louisiana v. Callais

● Likely that Section 2 will be limited or eliminated

● Depending on timing, elimination of Section 2 could 
○ Could result in redrawing maps in Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, South Carolina, and Tennessee 
○ Replacing Black representation with white Republicans. 3

● If time permits, much of this will happen in 2026; if not, it will wait 
until 2028.



2. SUPREME COURT - Unlimited campaign spending

The Supreme Court in Citizens United v. Federal 
Elections Commission (2010) allowed unlimited 
campaign spending by corporations and 
unions.4



Think As an elephant (GOP)! =-) 
How would you make voting as difficult as possible?



3. REGISTRATION - Show your papers requirements

Executive Order 14248 (March 25, 2025) “Preserving and 
Protecting the Integrity of American Elections”

● Proof of citizenship”  passport or birth certificate to 

register

● Would block millions of eligible voters from voting 

b/c they don’t have ready access to required 

documents

● Show your papers have challenged in 5 lawsuits and 

temporarily blocked in 2.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/03/preserving-and-protecting-the-integrity-of-american-elections/


3. REGISTRATION - Show your papers requirements (cont.)

● The Safeguard American Voter 
Eligibility Act (SAVE) Act, stalled in the 
US Senate, includes many of the same 
elements as EO 14248 but goes even 
further. 

● Would require name on ID match 
name on birth certificate, which could 
disenfranchise millions of married 
women

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/22/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/22/text


3. REGISTRATION - Show your papers requirements (cont.)

● State legislatures have also tried 
to enact versions of the SAVE 
ACT

● As of July 25, 2025
○ Proof of citizenship bills 

introduced in 27 states
○ 4 states:  AZ, LA, WY and NH 

require proof of citizenship to 
register to vote 5



4.     REGISTRATION - Purging voter rolls

Purging voting rolls to keep them updated can be a legitimate 
administrative function.  

Recently, Republicans have

weaponized this process.6

https://www.democracydocket.com/analysis/what-you-need-to-know-ab
out-voter-roll-maintenance/



4.      REGISTRATION - Purging voter rolls
● 7 states (ID, IN, IA, KS, OK, UT, WY) 

have enacted voter purge laws this year 
that purport to target non-citizens  

● OH, TX and VA have mistakenly 
removed eligible citizens from the rolls

● In some states, voters are removed on a 
fast track, based on a presumption of 
ineligibility and then required to show 
proof of citizenship

https://southerncoalition.org/get-involved/combatti
ng-wrongful-voter-purges/



5. REGISTRATION - Accessing sensitive voter file 
data - intimidation
EO 14248 also calls on DOGE/DHS to obtain state voter files and 
other records kept by election officials. 7

● DOJ has requested sensitive voter information from 40 states.  
○ Has sued to get voter files from at least 8: CA, ME, MI, MN, NY, NH, OR, PA. 

Most have refused.
● Administration could abuse voter file access to claim fraud and erode public trust in 

elections, pressure state officials to target groups of voters and carry out 
unwarranted voter purges.  

● Disclosure puts individuals and groups at risk of being targeted or doxxed.
● May run afoul of federal law including Privacy Act and Administrative Procedures 

Act. 





● 38 states require additional voter 
ID at the polls in order to vote, as 
well as during registration 

● Since the 2020 election, 21 
states have added a new voter 
ID law or made their current law 
stricter 8

● Millions of eligible voters don’t 
have easy access to their ID

6. VOTING - Voter ID law

Image source: https://www.voteriders.org/



7.      VOTING - Restricting voting by mail 

● On August 18, 2025,  President Trump announced on his social 
media site plans to "lead a movement" to get rid of mail-in 
ballots and voting machines in the country ahead of next 
year's midterm elections. 

● Would include signing executive order barring states from using 
mail ballots. Would penalize any states that count ballots 
received after election day. It directs the AG to sue states that 
count such ballots.

● No authority to issue such an order and so far has not done so.

7. VOTING - Restricting voting by mail



7. VOTING - Restricting voting by mail (cont.) 
● EO 14248 included a national requirement that mail in 

ballots be received by – rather than postmarked by – 
election day.  

● Enjoined by the U.S. District Ct for MA 6/13/25.
● Thirty-four states require absentee/mail ballots returned by 

mail to be received on or before Election Day. 
● Sixteen states, plus Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands 

and Washington, D.C., will accept and count a mailed ballot 
if it is received after Election Day but postmarked on or 
before (sometimes only before) Election Day. (See footnote 8) 

Twelve states — out of eighteen that started the year with postmark deadlines — 
considered bills that would require ballots to be received by the close of polls, no matter 
how much earlier voters put them in the mail. In the first half of this year, three states, 
Kansas, North Dakota, and Utah eliminated their postmark grace period.5

Numerous states have considered — and are still considering — new requirements for 
overseas and military voters, including requiring proof of residency and stricter ID 
requirements.

The PROVE Act, introduced by House Republicans,  would require that overseas voters 
vote in heavily Democratic Washington D.C. unless they can prove they have a current 
residence elsewhere in the U.S.  

https://tracker.votingrightslab.org/pending/search/KS2025S4
https://tracker.votingrightslab.org/pending/search/ND2025H1165
https://tracker.votingrightslab.org/pending/search/UT2025H300


Trump may sign an EO to dissolve leadership of the Post 
Office and incorporate it into the Commerce Department.9 
This would affect:

○ Voting by mail
○ Early voting
○ Absentee ballots

7. VOTING - Restricting voting by mail (cont.) 

???





8. VOTING - Meddling with Election Equipment 
● On August 18, 2025 - Trump announced in a social media post that he 

planned to lead a movement to get rid of voting machines, announcing 
he will be “signing an EXECUTIVE ORDER to bring HONESTY to the 
2026 Midterm Elections.” 

● Said — without evidence — that voting machines are "highly 
inaccurate," as well as more expensive than watermarked paper ballots.

● Also said, in a statement that reversed federal and state roles10 

“Remember, the States are merely an ‘agent’ for the Federal 
Government in counting and tabulating votes.  They must do 
what the Federal Government, as represented by the President of 
the United States, tells them FOR THE GOOD OF THE COUNTRY, 
to do.”



8. VOTING - Meddling with election equipment  
EO 14248 also attempts to force the Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC), an independent agency, to rescind previous 
certifications of voting equipment based on prior standards and 
re-certify under amended guidelines.

● may encourage states to opt for hand counting ballots, an error 
prone process that can cause certification delays

● WA and OR have challenged the provisions that would amend 
voting machine guidelines, litigation is pending.  





9. VOTING - Federal Officials/Military/ICE at the 
Polls 
● Administration will send DOJ officials to monitor voting 

ahead of the November 4 special elections in CA and 
New Jersey Special Elections

● Intimidation?
● Delay?   (See Marc Elias Democracy Docket Video - 

Trump’s Plan to Steal the 2026 Election Revealed.) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXQfDHr9Aw


10. VOTING - Gerrymandering/Redistricting

● Supposed to redraw at start of each decade 
after decennial census 

● But, at Trump’s request, the Texas 
legislature agreed to redraw voting districts 
mid-decade to create 5 more Republican 
districts (and 5 more Republican 
congressional seats)



Which other states will/may engage in mid-decade redistricting? 



Redistricting



 10. VOTING - Gerrymandering/Redistricting (cont.)

● Republicans in OH, MO, FL, IN, and NC 
have threatened to follow the TX example

● Trump also threatened to conduct a new 
national mid-decade census and not count 
undocumented immigrants



10. VOTING - Gerrymandering/Redistricting (cont.)
● Blue states

● CA legislature has enacted redistricting measure that 
would temporarily create 5 new Democratic districts. 
Voters will have to approve CA plan Nov 4 (Prop. 50)

● VA may re-district to create D seats as may MD and UT 
(under court order) 

● Other majority D states, notably NY, have vowed to 
retaliate with their own redistricting 

● D’s are at a disadvantage because Rs control more states 
and have fewer constraints on partisan gerrymandering.11



11. BALLOT COUNTING & CERTIFICATION 
Undermining voting security12

The Trump administration has:

● Gutted Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) 
programs that secure elections from foreign and domestic cyber 
attacks and handle disinformation campaigns.

● Disbanded an FBI special unit tasked with confronting foreign 
threats to elections

● Tried to assert control over and influence the work of the Elections 
Assistance Commission (EAC) and the Federal Elections 
Commission (FEC)



12. BALLOT COUNTING AND CERTIFICATION 
Burdening election administration 13

● These proposed laws aim to make voting harder by 
making it more onerous for election offices to meet 
new rules, overwhelming them with expensive, 
laborious technical requirements. 

● Undermines non-partisan election administration, 
produces unjustified reviews of election results done 
by partisans, interferes with certification, criminalizes 
election administrators



What can we do?
Take one of these actions



● Voteriders - help voters get ID to vote in one of five states - 
training, resources, state based on the ground support 
available - training and volunteer opportunities NOW!

● Phone/text banking on Protect the Vote issues -Redistricting, 
defeat voter suppression law

● Other organizations and campaigns providing voter 
protection assistance - as they mobilize - let us know and we’ll 
let you know

● Contact elections team at elections@newton-indivisible.org

YOUR IDEAS?
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